




3 Plant Evaluation Notes 

The Evaluation Study

Between 2005 and 2009, the Chicago Botanic 
Garden (USDA Hardiness Zone 5b, AHS 
Plant Heat Zone 5) evaluated 31 taxa of Trad-
escantia in full-sun trials. The goal of the 
comparative trial was to identify outstanding 







6 Plant Evaluation Notes 

Tradescantia  'Innocence'
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Tradescantia 'Perrine's Pink'

Summary

The Plant Evaluation Program is supported by the Woman’s Board of the Chicago Horticultural Society and the Searle Research Endowment. 
We deeply appreciate the financial support for the Tradescantia project from the Perennial Plant Association.

Plant Evaluation Notes© are periodic publications of the Chicago Botanic Garden. For more information or copies of back issues, contact the Plant Evaluation Program,  
Chicago Botanic Garden, 1000 Lake Cook Road, Glencoe, IL 60022 or visit www.chicagobotanic.org/research/plant_evaluation.  

One of the treasures of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County.
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The Chicago Botanic Garden (USDA Hardiness Zone 5b, AHS Plant Heat Zone 5) evaluated 31 taxa of Tradescantia in full-sun trials betw
een 2005 and 2009. 

Fourteen spiderw
orts received four-star good ratings for their strong habits, good flow

er production, and greater resistance to fungal leaf spotting.   

O
verall 

Tradescantia 
Flow

er 
Flow

er 
B

loom
 Period 

Leaf 
Plant 

Plant 
Leaf 

Rating 
 

Color 
Size 

 
Color 

H
eight 

W
idth  

Spotting

★
★

★
★

 
‘Angel Eyes’  

w
hite, purple 

1¼
 in. 

early Jun-late Sep 
green 

18 in. 
32 in. 

low
★

★
★

★
 

‘Bilberry Ice’ 
w

hite, lavender 
1½

 in. 
early Jun-m

id Sep 
green 

22 in. 
36 in. 

low
★

★
★

 
‘Blue and Gold’  

purple blue 
1¾

 in. 
late M

ay-m
id Sep 

yellow
 

16 in. 
30 in. 

m
oderate

★
★

★
★

 
‘Blue Stone’  

lavender blue 
2 in. 

m
id M

ay-late Sep 
yellow

 green 
22 in. 

36 in. 
low

★
★

★
★

 
‘Concord Grape’ 

purple 
1½

 in. 
m

id M
ay-Sep 

blue green 
24 in. 

36 in. 
low

★
★

★
★

 
‘Danielle’ 

w
hite 

2 in. 
late M

ay-m
id Aug 

yellow
 green 

20 in. 
32 in. 

low
★

★
★

 
‘Innocence’ 

w
hite 

2 in. 
early Jun-Sep 

yellow
 green 

16 in. 
30 in. 

m
oderate

★
★

★
★

 
‘Jeannene’  

purple 
1½

 in. 
late M

ay-late Sep 
green 

20 in.  
34 in. 

low
★

★
★

 
‘Karm

inglut’ 
purple 

2 in. 
early Jun-Sep 

yellow
 green 

22 in. 
40 in.  

m
oderate

★
★

★
 

‘Little Doll’ 
light blue 

1½
 in. 

late M
ay-m

id Sep 
green 

12 in. 
32 in. 

severe
★

★
★

 
‘Lord N

elson’  
dark purple 

1 in. 
early Jun-late Aug 

blue green 
15 in. 

26 in. 
low

★
★

★
 

‘M
ariella’ 

purple blue 
2 in. 

early Jun-Sep 
green 

20 in. 
36 in. 

m
oderate

★
★

★
★

 
‘M

rs. Loew
er’ 

lavender blue 
1½

 in. 
m

id Jun-m
id Sep 

blue green 
18 in. 

34 in. 
low

★
★

★
★

 
‘Perinne’s Pink’ 

pink 
1½

 in. 
early Jun-late Sep 

blue green 
24 in. 

40 in. 
low

★
★

★
★

 
‘Purple Profusion’  

light purple 
1¾

 in. 
m

id M
ay-m

id Sep 
blue green 

15 in. 
30 in. 

low
★

★
★

 
‘Red Cloud’ 

rosy red 
1¼

 in.  
m

id M
ay-late Jul 

green 
24 in.  

60 in. 
low

★
★

★
★

 
‘Red Grape’ 

m
agenta 

1½
 in. 

m
id Jun-m

id Sep 
blue green 

24 in. 
36 in. 

low
★

★
★

 
‘Rubra’ 

deep violet 
1½

 in. 
early Jun-m

id Sep 
green 

20 in. 
36 in. 

low
★

★
★

 
‘Snow

cap’  
w

hite 
1½

 in. 
late M

ay-m
id Aug 

yellow
 green 

20 in. 
32 in. 

m
oderate

★
★

★
 

‘Sylvana’ 
violet m

agenta 
1¾

 in. 
early Jun-early Oct 

green 
22 in. 

30 in. 
severe

★
★

★
★

 
‘Therese’ 

pink 
1½

 in. 
early Jun-Sep 

gray green 
24 in. 

30 in. 
low

★
★

★
 

‘Valour’ 
purple 

1½
 in. 

late M
ay-early Sep 

green 
18 in. 

30 in. 
m

oderate
★

★
★

 
‘W

hite Doll’ 
w

hite 
1½

 in. 
early Jun-m

id Sep 
yellow

 green 
18 in. 

32 in. 
severe

★
★

★
★

 
‘Zw

anenburg Blue’ 
purple blue 

2 in. 
late M

ay-m
id Sep 

green 
20 in. 

36 in. 
low

★
★

★
★

 
ohiensis 

lavender blue 
1¼

 in. 
m

id Jun-early Sep 
blue green 

18 in.  
36 in. 

low
★

★
★

★
 

virginiana ‘Caerulea Plena’ 
blue, double 

1½
 in. 

early Jun-early Aug 
green 

24 in. 
34 in. 

low

O
verall Ratings: ★

★
★

★
★

 excellent, ★
★

★
★

 good, ★
★

★
 fair, ★

★
 poor, ★

 very poor


