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Hardiness Zone 5b, AHS Plant Heat-Zone 
5) evaluated 36 cultivars of Leucanthemum 
×superbum and L. vulgare between 1999 
and 2006. The goal of the comparative tri-
al was to identify outstanding Leucanthe-
mum for northern gardens. Twenty-seven 
taxa completed a minimum four-year trial, 
although some taxa were evaluated for a 
longer period. 

Eight plants of each taxon were grown in 
side-by-side plots for easy comparison. The 
evaluation site received approximately 10 
hours of full sun during the growing season 
and was openly exposed to wind in all direc-
tions. The well-drained, clay-loam soil was 
amended with composted leaves and had a 
pH of 7.4 throughout the evaluation term. 

Maintenance practices were kept to a 
minimum to simulate home garden cul-
ture. Water was provided as needed and no 
fertilizer was applied. Plants were routinely 
cut back each year in late August to re-
juvenate foliage and improve plant health 
before the end of the growing season. 
Mulch consisting of shredded leaves and 
wood chips was placed around the plants 
for water conservation and weed suppres-
sion; no winter mulch was used. 

Observations
The 36 taxa in the comparative trial 

were evaluated for ornamental traits; cul-
tural adaptability to the soil and environ-
mental conditions of the test site; disease 
and pest problems; and winter hardiness. 
Final ratings are based on fl oral display 
(fl ower production and duration of bloom); 
plant health and vigor; habit quality; dis-
ease and pest problems; and winter injury. 
Plant traits and overall ratings for the 27 
taxa that completed the trial are noted in 
Table 1. 

Nine cultivars of Leucanthemum ×super-
bum are not included in Table 1 because 
they either did not fi nish a four-year trial 
or are synonyms of other cultivars. ‘Bar-
bara Bush’, ‘Cobham Gold’, ‘Crazy Daisy’, 
‘Dwarf Snow Lady’, ‘Esther Read’ and 
‘Summer Snowball’ were evaluated for 
one or two years only. Furthermore, ‘Old 
Court’ and ‘Shaggy’ are considered syn-
onyms of ‘Beauté Nivelloise’; therefore, 
despite completing the trial, the data for 
these taxa are redundant. Likewise, ‘Ryan’s 
White’ is probably a synonym of ‘Becky’, 
so only the data for ‘Becky’ is included. 

Top-rated Daisies
The top-rated daisies in the trial were 

Leucanthemum ×superbum ‘Amelia’, L. 
×superbum ‘Becky’, L. vulgare ‘Filigran’, 
and L. vulgare ‘Maikönigin’, which all re-
ceived fi ve-star excellent ratings. In each 
case, plants were consistently healthy with 
heavy fl ower production and robust habits 
throughout the evaluation period. 

‘Amelia’ is a seed cultivar, donated by 
Jelitto Perennial Seeds for trialing, with 
strong stems and 5-inch blossoms—the 
largest fl owers in the trial. Variability in 
plant height was not unexpected given the 
fact that ‘Amelia’ was grown from seed. On 
the other hand, ‘Becky’ exhibited a uni-
form habit with sturdy stems to 40 inches 
tall and an abundance of 3½-inch fl owers 
from July to September. Fittingly, ‘Becky’ 
was named the 2003 Perennial Plant of the 
Year by the Perennial Plant Association.

Leucanthemum vulgare ‘Filigran’ and 
‘Maikönigin’ (May Queen) were compara-
ble in habit and fl oral display but were not 
the same size. ‘Filigran’ featured single, 2-
inch-wide fl owers on stems to 26 inches tall 
whereas the larger ‘Maikönigin’ had 3-inch 
fl owers on stems to 36 inches tall. Both cul-

Table 1: Plant Traits and Performance Ratings

Overall 
Rating

Leucanthemum Flower Form Flower 
Size

Bloom Period Flower 
Coverage1

Plant 
Height

Plant 
Width

★★★ ×superbum ‘Aglaia’ frilly double 3 in. late Jun-late Aug fair 34 in. 36 in.

★★ ×superbum ‘Alaska’ single 4 in. late Jun-early Sep fair 40 in. 32 in.

★★★★★ ×superbum ‘Amelia’ single 5 in. mid Jun-early Aug excellent 40 in. 32 in.

★★★ ×superbum ‘Beauté Nivelloise’ frilly double 4½ in. late Jun-mid Aug good 30 in. 28 in.

★★★★★ ×superbum ‘Becky’ single 3½ in. early Jul-early Sep excellent 40 in. 36 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘Exhibition’ semidouble or single 4 in. late Jun-late Aug good 36 in. 36 in.

★★ ×superbum ‘Fluffy’ double 3 in. late Jun-mid Aug good 27 in. 27 in.

★★★ ×superbum ‘Hebron Hardy’ single 3½ in. late Jun-late Aug good 34 in. 36 in.

★★ ×superbum ‘Marconi’ frilly semidouble 4 in. late Jun-mid Aug fair 30 in. 30 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘Nordlicht’ single 4 in. late Jun-mid Aug good 30 in. 30 in.

★★ ×superbum ‘Polaris’ single 4 in. mid Jun-late Jul good 24 in. 20 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘Rijnsburg Glory’ single 3½ in. late May-mid Jul excellent 28 in. 28 in.

★★ ×superbum ‘Silberprinzesschen’ single 3 in. late Jun-early Aug good 15 in. 18 in.

★★ ×superbum ‘Snow Lady’ single to semidouble 2½ in. late Jun-late Aug good 26 in. 22 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘Snowcap’ single 3 in. late Jun-early Aug good 20 in. 20 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘Snowdrift’ frilly double 3½ in. late Jun-early Aug excellent 34 in. 36 in.

★★ ×superbum ‘Sonnenschein’ single 3½ in. late Jun-early Aug fair 35 in. 34 in.

★★ ×superbum ‘Starburst’ single 3½ in. late Jun-late Aug good 33 in. 32 in.

★★★ ×superbum ‘Sunnyside Up’ crested 3½ in. late Jun-early Aug good 36 in. 33 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘Supra’ single 3½ in. late Jun-late Aug excellent 39 in. 34 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘Switzerland’ single 3½ in. late Jun-early Sep excellent 32 in. 30 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘T.E. Killin’ crested 3½ in. late Jun-early Aug good 24 in. 30 in.

★★★ ×superbum ‘Tinkerbelle’ single 2½ in. late Jun-early Aug excellent 16 in. 24 in.

★★★★ ×superbum ‘White Knight’ single 4 in. early Jun-late Aug excellent 24 in. 30 in.

★★★ ×superbum ‘Wirral Pride’ crested 3 in. late Jun-early Aug good 36 in. 30 in.

★★★★★  vulgare ‘Filigran’ single 2 in. mid May-early Jul excellent 26 in. 30 in.

★★★★★ vulgare ‘Maikönigin’ single 3 in. late May-late Jul excellent 36 in. 36 in.

Overall ratings: ★★★★★ excellent, ★★★★ good, ★★★ fair, ★★ poor.  
1Flower coverage ratings: excellent 80-100%; good 60-80%; fair 40-60%; poor <40%.
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tivars began blooming in May, but ‘Filigran’ 
typically bloomed two weeks earlier.

Performance Summary 
Shasta daisies are generally strong 

bloomers over a long period. The major-
ity of taxa exhibited excellent (80% to 
100%) to good (60% to 80%) fl ower pro-
duction at peak bloom, roughly three to 
four weeks after the fi rst fl owers opened. 
The high levels of fl ower production were 
often maintained for several weeks follow-
ing peak bloom, eventually tapering off to 
sporadic bloom up to the end of the fl ower-
ing period. Leucanthemum vulgare ‘Filigran’ 
and ‘Maikönigin’, and L. ×superbum ‘Ri-
jnsburg’ were fi rst to bloom each year, be-
ginning as early as May 15. ‘White Knight’ 
always bloomed in early June, approxi-
mately one month ahead of most Shasta 
daisy cultivars. 

Bloom dates were fairly consistent over 
the course of the evaluation period, except 
in 2004 when a number of Leucanthemum 

×superbum cultivars fl owered two to three 
weeks earlier than usual. Temperatures 
above 90 degrees Fahrenheit in early June 
likely contributed to the precocious bloom 
dates. The highest temperatures in other 
trial years were typically recorded in late 
June, late July, or late August (see Table 
2). Among the taxa that bloomed earlier 
in 2004 were ‘Alaska’, ‘Amelia’, ‘Beauté 
Nivelloise’, ‘Becky’, ‘Exhibition’, ‘Fluffy’, 
‘Snow Lady’, ‘Snowdrift’, ‘Starburst’, ‘Su-
pra’, ‘T.E. Killin’, and ‘Tinkerbelle’. Re-
peat bloom was uncommon, but occasion-
ally fl owers were observed on a number of 
cultivars beginning several weeks after the 
primary bloom period ended. 

All taxa in the trial had white ray fl o-
rets, with the exception of ‘Cobham Gold’ 
and ‘Sonnenschein’, which had creamy 
to light yellow rays. Flowers were pre-
dominantly single, although fl ower forms 
ranged from crested to semidouble to fully 
double. Variations in fl ower form and size 
were noted for ‘Exhibition’, ‘Snow Lady’, 

and ‘Snowdrift’, which were grown from 
seed. The fl owers of ‘Snowdrift’ were par-
ticularly variable, ranging from single to 
double with short, curly rays. 

Erect stems and robust plant habits dur-
ing the bloom period were commonly ob-
served for the majority of taxa. No taxon 




