




each year of the trial but did not thrive in
the test garden.  

Overall, the green-leaved betonies got
high marks for floral display, plant health
and robust habits, with Stachys monieri
‘Hummelo’ receiving the top rating. Unlike
S. byzantina, flower production was an
important trait in determining final ratings
for this group. Stachys macrantha ‘Robusta’
and ‘Superba’ had darker purple flowers and
were more robust than the species. These
cultivars were similar in appearance but
‘Superba’ was 6 inches taller and bloomed a
week later than ‘Robusta’. Their dark green
leaves remained healthy and ornamental
throughout the summer. Stachys macrantha
received a fair rating because of low flower
production and a weak habit. Stachys
macrantha is similar to S. officinalis and S.
monieri in general appearance but is bolder-
textured due to larger leaves and flowers.  

Consistently heavy flower production,
healthy foliage and a uniform habit
contributed to the excellent rating for
Stachys monieri ‘Hummelo’. ‘Hummelo’
looked much like S. officinalis in leaf and
habit but had a different flower color and a
slightly more compact flower head. Stachys
monieri ‘Saharan Pink’ was grown from seed,
so variations in flower color and habit were
observed among the plants. Stachys monieri
and ‘Saharan Pink’ were inferior to
‘Hummelo’ due to low flower production
and variable habits and plant sizes.

Stachys officinalis is reminiscent of S.
macrantha but has narrower leaves and
smaller flowers in dense clusters. ‘Alba’ and
‘Rosea’ were comparable in habit, plant size
and flower production to the species,
although ‘Rosea’ typically produced fewer

flowers. ‘Dwarf White’ received good
ratings in the first few years of the trial, but
diminishing plant vigor over the course of
the trial eventually resulted in a lower
rating. Stachys minor and S. maxima were
the same plant in the trial and are likely
only compact selections of S. officinalis.
Stachys minor is listed as a variety of S.
monieri in the RHS Plant Finder but no
reference was found for S. maxima. Despite
their uncertain identity, both species were
exceptionally floriferous plants with
compact habits.

There was no consistent pattern of
winter injury noted in the trial, except for
Stachys byzantina ‘Primrose Heron’, which
suffered crown damage each winter between
1999 and 2004. The other lamb’s ears with
crown damage in more than one year were
‘Big Ears’ (1999, 2003), ‘Cotton Boll’ (1999,
2003) and ‘Silver Carpet’ (1999-2001, 2003).
Even with minor losses from excessive winter
soil moisture, all of the cultivars of S.
byzantina grew well, including ‘Primrose
Heron’. Each spring ‘Big Ears’ recovered
quickly from winter injury to make a full
ground cover; whereas, the other cultivars
were slower to regenerate, sometimes
resulting in open plots into midsummer. 

Plant health was generally good for all
taxa, but occasional health issues included
minor chlorosis in one or more years on
Stachys macrantha and S. macrantha
‘Robusta’; and crown meltout caused by
excessive moisture in the plots of S.
byzantina, S. byzantina ‘Cotton Boll’ and S.
thirkei during the summers of 1999 and 2000.   

Stachys byzantina was regularly
deadheaded during its bloom period because
the heavy flower production caused a

moderate to severe decline in plant health.
Deadheading improved health and
encouraged foliar regeneration. The green-
leaved taxa were deadheaded every other
year to determine their repeat flowering
capacity; that is, whether removing spent
flowers played a role in generating a second
bloom. The degree of repeat flowering was
shown to be unaffected by whether or not
plants were deadheaded. Repeat-flowering
taxa are noted in Table 1.  

A proliferation of seedlings was
observed in the test plots of the following
taxa in one or more years: S. officinalis, S.
officinalis ‘Alba’, S. officinalis ‘Dwarf White’,




