


The lady’s mantles divide easily into
two groups based on foliar traits: lobed and
deeply parted into separate leaflets. The
number and cut of the lobes varied among
species, ranging from five to 11 lobes, and
from shallow to cleft (cut almost to the
middle). Alchemilla alpina, A. conjuncta and
A. saxatilis had leaves deeply parted into
separate leaflets. All other Alchemilla taxa
had palmately lobed leaves with basal lobes
that touched or overlapped creating a
circular outline. All species had some degree
of foliar pubescence, either on both surfaces
or on undersides only. Alchemilla alpina, A.
bulgarica, A. conjuncta and A. glaucescens
featured prominent silvery margins due to
silky hairs on the undersides of the leaves.
Alchemilla conjuncta and A. saxatilis were
uncommon in having semi-glossy green
leaves. Leaf sizes ranged from 2 inches on
smaller species such as A. alpina and A.

bulgarica, up to 6 inches on A. mollis
cultivars.

The majority of lady’s mantles had
dense, mounded habits throughout the
evaluation term. Habits were typically two
to three times wider than tall, and were
approximately twice their foliar height when
inflorescences were fully upright. The
propensity of the inflorescences to flop down
around the perimeter of the plant as they
aged caused most plants to have a flattened
appearance by midsummer. Alchemilla
vulgaris was similar in most characteristics to
A. mollis, but tended to have a looser,
spreading habit unlike any of the other
species. Alchemilla bulgarica and A. epipsala
were small-leaved versions of A. mollis, but
A. epipsala had darker leaves. There were no
obvious dissimilarities between A. mollis
cultivars, except that ‘Senior’ was slightly
shorter. 

Slight differences in flower color were
observed among the species. c u l k


