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clay-loam soil was well-drained, with a
pH of 7.5. Maintenance practices were
kept to a minimum to simulate home 
garden culture.  Overhead sprinklers 
provided water as needed, and no 
fertilizer was applied.  Mulch consisting
of shredded leaves and wood chips was
placed on the soil around the plants for
water conservation and weed suppression.

Observations
Floral, foliar and habit traits were

observed and compared for each bluestar
from spring of 1994 through autumn of
1999.  Information was collected on
flower color, size, coverage and bloom
period; plant size, habit and foliar quality;
disease and pest resistance; cultural 
adaptability to the local environment; and
winter hardiness. Plant traits and 
evaluation specifics for nine of the 11 taxa
are shown in Table 1; the summary rating
is based on flower production, habit 
quality, plant health and winter injury.
Because  Amsonia ludoviciana and
Amsonia rigida were not correctly named,
they were excluded from the final 
summary. Amsonia ‘Blue Ice’ was
received as ‘WFF Select’, and according
to Tony Avent of Plant Delights Nursery,
was renamed by White Flower Farm in
November 2000. The nomenclature of
Amsonia montana is indeterminate;
hence, it is often cited as a distinct species
or a variety of Amsonia tabernaemontana. 

Several comments on flowers, foliage
and winter hardiness apply to the growth
traits and performance of all the bluestars.
Flowers were produced in loose terminal

cymes in May and June. The light blue
flowers faded to pale lavender or almost
white as the air temperature increased.
Plants did not produce flowers the first
season in the ground, but production 
gradually increased each successive year.
A second flush of stem growth at the 
terminals began about seven to 10 days
before flowering was complete, and the
new leaves obscured the remaining 
flowers. Consequently, the cylindrical
seedpods ripened within the foliage, up to
8 inches below the ends of the stems, and
were deemed not ornamental.

Foliage was clean and healthy on all
taxa throughout the growing season. Plant
health and habit were unaffected by 
diseases, insects or animals. Some degree
of yellow autumn color was observed on
all taxa, although some species were more
ornamental than others.  Autumn color
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terminal clusters up to 5 inches long and 3
inches wide.  Flower production was low
in 1995 and 1996, but increased 
significantly by 1997. The soft,
needle-like leaves were crowded on the
slender stems, giving an overall feathery
texture to the plants. An excellent yellow
to golden-yellow autumn color was



full size by the third year after planting.
Upright stems and broad habits typified
the bluestars, but relaxed stems were
occasionally noted. Cold hardiness was
not an issue, and all bluestars in the trial
were winter-hardy in USDA Zone 5.

Amsonia tabernaemontana var. 
salicifolia and Amsonia illustris received
excellent ratings because of high flower
production, superior habit, good health
and winter hardiness.  The majority of the
bluestars received good to fair overall 
ratings.  Only Amsonia montana had a
poor rating because of moderate to severe
foliar chlorosis in all years.

All of the bluestars possess strong
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