
You have decided to plant a clematis in
your garden, but which clematis will
you choose? The myriad of flower

colors and forms—from the reds, purples and
blues of the large-flowered cultivars to the
small, waxy yellow Oriental species to the pro-
lific starry-white blossoms of virgin’s bower or
sweet autumn clematis—will astound you.
Your selection will surely be influenced by
your ornamental expectation, and should be
appropriate for your site and design, but it will
most certainly be determined by which clema-
tis you can purchase. Although clematis is
commonly available to gardeners in some
form, not all markets share the wealth of
clematis that exists. Garden centers and mail-
order nurseries are carrying more and more
clematis from which you can choose. But
choosing wisely may not be that simple.

Clematis, pronounced klem'e-tis, is a
genus in the buttercup family (Ranunculaceae)
that contains over 300 species native to the
northern and southern hemispheres, and
although few of the species are commonly cul-
tivated, many man-made hybrids are found in
the nursery trade. Numerous common names

exist, including virgin’s bower, old man’s beard,
leather flower and vase vine, although most of
these refer to a particular species rather than the
genus as a whole. The generic name Clematis is
most often used as the common name. 

Clematis are mainly woody, climbing
plants, but there are herbaceous and nonvining
species as well. Clematis do not climb by ten-
drils or aerial roots, but instead climb by gently
twining their leaf petioles around nearby sup-
ports, including plant stems, branches, wires,
small poles and itself. Clematis do not cling to
walls and without support will ramble until
they find something suitable to climb on. In the
wild, clematis are often found growing at the
woods’ edge, where their tops can reach full
sun and their roots remain in the shade. 

An extraordinary diversity of flower col-
ors, sizes and forms occurs in the genus
Clematis. Colors range from shades and blends
of blue and red to yellow and white. Flowers
can be less than one inch across to over six
inches wide, and are urn-, bell-, star- or tubular-
shaped. An interesting floral trait of clematis is
the presence of colorful, showy sepals and
inconspicuous or absent petals. Only in some
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alpina ‘Pam
ela Jackm

an’
deep blue 

8.9 cm
 (3

1/2in) 
early M

ay-late M
ay,Aug-Sep 

80%
 

>1.5 m
 (5 ft) 

■
1

fruit ornam
ental from

 July to Septem
ber

‘A
scotiensis’

bright blue 
11.4-14.0 cm

 (4
1/2-5

1/2in) 
late Jun-late Aug,Sep-Oct 

50-80%
 

>1.8 m
 (6 ft) 

■
3 

old flow
ers hang on brow

n; w
ilt to 50%

 in 1993-95
‘Barbara Jackm

an’
lavender,strong violet bar

12.7-15.2 cm
 (5-6 in)

early Jun-early Jul,Aug-Oct
60-80%

>1.8 m
 (6 ft) 

■
■

2 
not a strong clim

ber; dark green leaves
✓

‘Bees Jubilee’
m

auve-pink,darker bar 
14.0-15.2 cm

 (5
1/2-6 in) 

late M
ay-late June,Jul-Aug 

60-100%
 

<1.8 m
 (6 ft) 

■
■

2 
not a strong clim

ber; flow
ers can hang on brow

n
‘Bill M

ackenzie’
sulfur yellow

3.8 cm
 (1

1/2in) 
m

id July-Oct
60-80%

 
>4.6 m

 (15 ft)
■■

■
3

vigorous clim
ber; one of the best fruit displays

✓
‘Com

tesse de Bouchaud’
m

auve-pink
11.4 cm

 (4
1/2in)

m
id Jun-late Aug,Sep-Oct

80-100%
>2.4 m

 (8 ft) 
■

3 
rarely injured overw

inter; w
ilt noted in 1993-95

‘Countess of Lovelace’
lilac-blue,ruffled edges 

14.0 cm
 (5

1/2in) 
early Jun-late Jul,Aug 

60-80%
 

>1.8 m
 (6 ft) 

■
2 

good clim
ber; w

ilt noted at 25%
 to 50%

 in 1995
¥

cylindrica
purplish-blue,recurving tepals

2.5-5.1cm
 (1-2 in)

m
id Jun-early Aug

80%
>0.9 m

 (3 ft) 
■

■■
3 

not a strong clim
ber; tw

ines upon itself
✓
¥

durandii
indigo-blue

12.7 cm
 (5 in) 

m
id Jun-late Jul,Aug-Sep 

60-80%
1.5 m

 (5 ft)
■

■
3 

nonclim
ber; long-lasting flow

ers; w
ilt 1994-95

‘Elsa Späth’
blue 

14.0-15.2 cm
 (5

1/2-6 in) 
early Jun-m

id Aug 
60-80%

 
>1.8 m

 (6 ft) 
■

■
2 

good clim
ber; chlorosis,m

inor w
ilt noted 1994-95

‘Ernest M
arkham

’
m

agenta
11.4 cm

 (4
1/2in) 

m
id Jun-late Aug

80-100%
>2.1m

 (7 ft)
■■

■
3 

vigorous habit,strong clim
ber

‘Gipsy Queen’
purple

12.7 cm
 (5 in) 

m
id Jun-early Aug,Sep-Oct

50-80%
 

>1.8 m
 (6 ft)

■
3 

vigorous clim
ber; m

inor chlorosis noted in 1994
‘Guernsey Cream

’
cream

y-yellow
11.4-12.7 cm

 (4
1/2-5 in)

late M
ay-m

id Jun,Sep
80%

 
>1.5 m

 (5 ft)
■

■■
■

2 
do not cut back until after flow

ering for best results
‘





6 Plant Evaluation Notes

C. serratifolia, C. texensis ‘Duchess of
Albany’, C. texensis ‘Sir Trevor Lawrence’,
‘The President’, ‘Ville de Lyon’, C. viticella
‘Alba Luxurians’, C. viticella ‘Etoile Violette’,
C. viticella ‘Grandiflora Sanguinea’,
C. viticella ‘Little Nell’, C. viticella ‘Purpurea
Plena Elegans’ and ‘William Kennett’. 

Damage from insects and animals was
less notable than injury from wilt and anthrac-
nose. Earwigs were an aesthetic nuisance only.
This nocturnal insect chewed holes in flower
buds and along the edges of tepals, sometimes
leaving the flowers tattered. Damage was
observed in most years but varied in degree of
severity. Mainly large-flowered varieties grow-
ing in a southern exposure were damaged.
Injury from rabbits was insignificant because
of the protective mesh cages surrounding most
plants. The stems of Clematis recta were not
protected, and consequently these plants
incurred some damage. Feeding injury was
also noted on a few other plants where the
mesh cage was less than 15 inches tall. 

Stem dieback due to winter injury was not
considered important unless notably severe,
since most clematis were routinely cut back
each spring to control size and to remove dead
stems. Stem hardiness varied among taxa and
with each year, and no consistent injury was
observed on any of the taxa. Plants that were
weakened by winter injury in the first two years
and never returned to full health included C.
aethusifolia, C. glauca var. akebioides and C.
pitcheri. The stems of C. montana ‘Grandiflora’
were typically killed to the base of the plant
over winter. Flowering was low and sporadi8lant


